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If you were here for Pentecost, you know my sermon focused on fire encouraging
movement. The Holy Spirit did not come upon the Apostles in order to get them to
settle down. They were empowered to change things, and indeed they changed the
world. So, the question becomes, what movement is the Holy Spirit encouraging
today?

Change surrounds my family’s life right now. Our daughter is preparing to graduate.
Our son is actively looking for a job. Our basement and half our yard are being
refurbished after a flood. I'm beginning a new role as your pastor. And our society
continues to change around all of us.

The question isn’t whether things are changing, but it's, what is our response to be
to that change?

First Presbyterian Church has a long and deep history in this community. The day |
am writing this article, | had coffee with Brian Bell (Markie’s son) who spent his high
school years in this church. He told me of the families that were here at the time and
the significant ministries that occurred. He also reflected on churches he has been
involved in since living in Puyallup. It was an interesting discussion. Yet, First
Presbyterian of yesterday is surely not the church it is today. Nor is it where God is
guiding it tomorrow. Memories are fun to ponder, but where God had us is not where
God is guiding us.

As | mentioned on Pentecost, there really is no story in the Bible where God's
guidance was to hold the status quo. It was either to return to a better place they had
been as a people or to find a new place. Finding our new spiritual place is where |
hope to be of help.

What is the status quo for every church? It is to say we need to invite more people
to church. Counterintuitively, | believe where the movement needs to occur for us is to
get to know each other better, to do more together, to eat more meals, play more
games, serve, and get out into the community more together.

Should we invite more people to worship? Of course, we should. We all know it and
have always known it. But if our members and friends feel a greater connection
together, | believe others will notice and be drawn in by the Spirit. The primary
movement | hope we feel the Spirit moving is to draw us closer together.

| am excited to be here with you as more than your transitional pastor. | am hopeful
that this community is not only going to continue to touch lives but also to find more
folks to experience the love of God here. Let’s get moving together.

In Christ,
Pastor Tom




Pastor’'s Wednesday Bible Study
You are welcome to read the lessons in
preparation for Sunday Worship and
you are also invited to a Bible Study with
Pastor Tom each Wednesday 9:30am via Zoom

Meeting ID 873 4684 7660 Passcode 178643
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF

Ien Williams

THE 11" OF JULY 2026

AT THE WILLIAMS'
2-5PM RESIDENCE

Gert and her family will be celebrating Ken's life on
Saturday, July 11, at 2-5 pm, at the Williams' residence.
Food and beverages will be provided.
Donations in remmembrance of Ken may be made to
the First Presbyterian Church of Puyallup’s
Scholarship Fund or the National Kidney Foundation
Please join us as we honor Ken's life.

RSVP to Gert: 253-431-8409
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ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN US FOR OUR SUMMER
KICK OFF BBQ LUNCHEON

FRIDAY JUNE 5 @ NOON

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
412 West Pioneer Puyallup
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3"° SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
8AM CROCKETT’'S

118 EAST STEWART AVE
PUYALLUP

contact Bill for more information at
klouseb@gmail.com

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH OF

VOLUNTEER OPPRITUNITY . PUYALLUP
NEW HOPE MEAL PREPARATION Ry A TES

Lon
the month at10am, a hot meal is pre- . A

The second and fourth Tuesday of
pared in the FPC kitchen and then

delivered to 2026
the New Hope Resource Center by JUNE 7
NOOn. 412 West Pioneer
New HOpe Serves approx. 70 DURING WORSHIP SERVICE

meals at noon.
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