Blue Advent
CALL TO WORSHIP
In good times and in bad, we belong to God. In life and in grief, we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we gather and place our trust in God. We ask God to comfort our hearts and hear us in our worship.

INVOCATION
Gracious God, source of all light and healing, in Jesus Christ you heal the sick and mend the broken. By your Spirit, come upon all who receive the laying on of hands and the power of your light in the darkness, that they may receive your healing and be made whole of mind, body, and spirit, to the glory of Jesus Christ our Redeemer. With each light, we remember.  Amen.
If you come forward, and want prayer, you can quietly make your request known to the minister, who will lay both hands on your head and pray. The candles represent a person to remember or a situation in need of wholeness. A deacon can light candles for you if you desire. If you cannot come forward, the pastor can pray for you in the pews.  Also, candles will be brought to you in the pews and returned, lit, to the communion table.

OFFERING OF OUR LIVES TO GOD	        (Romans 12:1)
Take your everyday, ordinary life, and place it before God as an offering. Embrace what God does for you.

ABOUT ADVENT

TWO MINUTES OF SILENCE
What is happening in your life? Consider this in silence with renewed commitment and offer yourself and your gifts to the service of Jesus Christ in the world.

INTERCESSION FOR HEALING
Leader: Lord, in your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Leader: Into your hands, O God, we commend ourselves and 
all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC		  	          Bill and Andrea Klouse

CANDLE LIGHTING WITH PRAYER
[bookmark: _Hlk215483222]
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
Leader: O God, who gave us birth, you are ever more ready to hear than we are to pray. You know our needs before we ask and our ignorance in asking. Show us now your grace, that as we face the mystery of death, we may see the light of eternity. Send us out with healing hearts into a broken world. Speak to us once more your joyous message of life and healing.  Help us to live as those who have weathered the storms of loss and hurt. And enable us to live so that our lives may be made full in Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let
us pray:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

BLESSING	(See Num. 6:24-26)
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord be kind and gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen.

CLOSING MUSIC                                        Bill and Andrea Klouse

PEACE
Please take this time to share the healing peace of Christ with each other. You may return to your seats for silent meditation, or you may choose to exit the sanctuary. In the entry, the Deacons will invite you for a time of fellowship afterward with cider and cookies and a chance to share memories.






Following this service there will be a reception in the entry area of the church.  You can sit, enjoy cookies and cider, and if you choose, tell stories.  It is a time for visitation, and you will be most welcome.

Special thanks to the First Presbyterian Deacons who made this service, and the reception following, possible.
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Blue Advent Service 
December 7, 2025, at 5:00 p.m.


“This church service is held during the holidays to honor and remember those who aren't with us and stand in solidarity with those who are grieving or experiencing loss during the Christmas season.” FPC Deacons.
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